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Univers ity of Mississ ippi
Law Library
Univers ity, MS 38677
TO:

Southea stern Chapter Officers

FROM :

Wes Cochran

DATE:

Septemb er 25, 1989

SUBJECT:

NEW BUSINESS

~fe_,/

1.

Data Entry for Director y:
I have attached a note from Lisa
William s requesti ng that the Chapter cover the cost of data
entry for our new members hip director y.
I think that the
costs that Lisa has listed are reasona ble, and I am inclined
to advise her that we will authoriz e an expendi ture up to
$200.00 from Chapter funds for this purpose .
If one of you
knows a reason why we should not do this, please let me know
by letter or telephon e call by Friday, October 6.
I want to
respond by then to minimize any delay in producin g the new
director y.

2.

1991 Annual Meeting : Cherry Thomas at the Univers ity of
Alabama proposes to host the 1991 Annual Meeting .
You may
recall that Cherry and her staff hosted one of the 1988 AALL
Institut es. Cherry has reserved a block of 125 rooms for
March 14-17, 1991, at the Sheraton Hotel that the Univers ity
operates , located across the street from the Law School.
I attended the 1988 Institut e as a speaker and saw the
availab le faciliti es.
The hotel is nice, and the Law School
physica l plant is large.
I have no doubt that we would find
accommo dations pleasan t.
I promised Cherry that we would
conside r her proposa l and respond by Novembe r 1.

3.

Educatio nal Mission Policy Stateme nt:
I propose that we
conside r establis hing a policy to guide our future Program
Committ ees.
I see a problem in that the program s at our
Annual Meeting deal primari ly with topics aimed at
interme diate or advanced libraria ns, not at someone new to
the professi on.
I began thinking that we should address the question of
"beginn er topics" when I heard what one new Chapter member
had suggeste d to this year's Program Committ ee.
This
Chapter member suggeste d a program comparin g LEXIS and
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WESTLAW, clearly something of value to a new law librarian
but not to those of us who have dealt with these databases
for 10-15 years.
While AALL has its Conference for Newer Law Librarians
(CONELL), I recall that the program I attended concerned
"networking", in the professional sense, much more than
substantive issues. As a result, unless that program has
changed radically, I think that newcomers to our profession,
corning through our Chapter, have little substantive
introduction to law librarianship.
Perhaps I am making more of this than I should (it wouldn't
be the first time).
If any of you think that the Chapter
should address this, please think creatively and share with
the rest of us your thoughts.
Again, let me know by October 6 of any problems with our
authorizing an e xpenditure of $200.00 for data entry for the
directory.
Thanks!
Attachment

